[The "narrow pelvis". Disproportion as a cause of complications for mother and infant during labor (author's transl)].
The modern examination methods for the recognition and supervision of high risk births in the area of perinatology have led to a real decrease in newborn morbity and mortality. Since, however, optimal conditions have not been reached at present, there is an urgent need for a wide reaching intensification of prospective diagnostic measures. The early recognition of disturbances in the mechanism of labor is the most important. The author shows on the basis of the most recent literature and his own experience that, even today, factors involved with the mechanics of labor play a chief role in disturbances during the course of labor which have unfavorable effects on the infant as well as the mother. The various irregularities were discussed in detail and supported with statistics. The importance of pelvic roentgenographic diagnosis was discussed in a separate section. The tremendous gains for mother and infant resulting from clarification were compared with the cited, but not confirmed, damage caused by these measures.